Is the science novel a genre? And if so, what difference does it make? In the course of Fiction Meets Science we have gone from defining the science novel in contrast to science fiction, to examining its role as a convenient collective term for a wide range of fiction. In this workshop, we want to focus on the status of the science novel between literary and genre fiction, and the disciplinary significance of such categorizations. In the first part, we will focus on the use of genre in regard to science novels for literary studies. In the second part, we will discuss if and how such distinctions matter to sociologists interested in the reception and social uses of literature. Here we focus on the example of climate change fiction (fiction vs. non-fiction, fiction and futuring, fiction and 'impact'). There will be plenty of time for workshop participants to contribute to the interdisciplinary discussion and to exchange ideas for future cooperation.
ABOUT FICTION MEETS SCIENCE (FMS; www.fictionmeetsscience.org)
FMS is a research and writers' fellowship program that brings together sociologists, literary scholars, novelists, and scientists to examine the literary and social ramifications of a recent trend: an overall increase in the quantity of mainstream and literary fiction about science, and a shift in the ways that science is addressed in fiction. The program was officially launched in 2014, with funding from the Volkswagen Foundation "Key Issues for Academia and Society," the Universities of Bremen and Oldenburg; Bremen's partner, the University of Guelph; and the Hanse-Wissenschaftskolleg, which supports the FMS-HWK writers in residence program and serves as the focal point for the FMS scholars' interdisciplinary gatherings.
PARTICIPATION
Space is limited. If you would like to participate, please contact the organizers.
Speakers:
• Anna Auguscik, Sina Farzin, and Anton Kirchhofer are researchers on the FMS team (see the Members page of the FMS website) • Nina Engelhardt is a postdoctoral fellow at the a.r. 
